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Summary: 

This report provides Members with an update on the Government’s search for 

a suitable site and a willing community to host a Geological Disposal Facility 

(GDF) for the disposal of the UK’s higher activity radioactive waste, as 

described within the Government’s Working with Communities (WwC) policy.  

Recommendation: 

That Members of the Board note the current position in relation to the 

Government’s search for a suitable site and willing community to host a GDF. 

1. Introduction and background 

1.1 Members of the Board will recall previous reports relating to the UK 

Government’s approach to identifying a site for a Geological Disposal Facility 

(GDF) for higher-activity radioactive waste. 

1.2 Members will be aware that at the meeting of the Executive on 21st July, it 

was agreed that the Council opens discussions with RWM Ltd with a view to 

establishing a Working Group in Copeland, to explore any potential suitable 

sites for consideration as a location for a GDF. The decision was made with 

the following conditions attached:  

 That those areas of the Borough currently within the boundary of the 

Lake District National Park are excluded from any consideration from the 

outset  

 That in recognition of the current Working with Communities (WwC) 

process which allows for a GDF to be located in an ‘in-shore area’, that 

the in-shore area off the coast of Copeland is worthy of consideration  



 

 That the Council wants to see a credible and independent Chair 

appointed to the Working Group and that all the Councils legitimate 

costs of engaging in the process are covered 

1.3 Board Members had previously been appraised of the intentions of the  

other Interested Parties across the Borough and their plans to establish a 

Working Group, and the ‘route map’ of workstreams that would be 

required to get to the point of launching a Working Group. 

 

2. Work undertaken to consider the establishment of a Copeland Working 

Group  

2.1 Throughout the summer several meetings with RWM and the other 
       Interested Parties were held to discuss a range of issues that needed to be  
       considered in the process leading up to the launch of a Working Group. 
 
2.2 Forming a Working Group is the first formal step in the Government’s 
       ‘Working with Communities’ policy with 3 specific aims. The Working 
       Group will. 

 Engage with local people to begin to understand their views, based on 

achieving the twin aims of finding a suitable site and a willing host 

community,  

 Identify and propose a Search Area (or Areas) for further consideration.  

 Recruit initial members for a Community Partnership, that could take the 

process further forward beyond a Working Group.  

2.3 As a reminder to Members the Council’s engagement at the Working 
      Group stage does not presuppose support for a GDF in Copeland. According 
      to the WwC process, any future decision on this matter will be subject to a 
      future Test of Public Support (ToPS), much later in the process  
 
2.4 Meetings with RWM and the other Interested Parties have considered a  
       range of work streams including. 

 Appointment of an Independent Chair – (Mark Cullinan has now been 

appointed to that role) 

 Establishing Terms of Reference for the Working Group 

 Appointing Secretarial, Facilitation and Communications support for the 

WG 

 Considering membership of the WG 



 

 Establishing a work plan for the Group 

 Developing a Communications Plan for the launch and on-going work of 

the Group including the creation of a website and social media platforms 

for the Group  

 Consideration of arrangements for establishing a Community Partnership, 

should this be an agreed way forward, including the mechanism for 

distributing Community Investment Funding 

 

3. Launch of the Copeland Working Group 

3.1 The culmination of the work up to the end of October was the media 
       launch of the Copeland Working Group on 4th November. A Member  
       briefing session for all Members of the Council was held on 3rd November  
       to appraise councillors of the launch. On the day of the launch a Working  
       Group website became live and this provides information about a range of  
       topics, including the technical, safety and environmental aspects of a GDF,  
       as well as details on how members of the public can get involved. The  
       website can be viewed by following the link – 
       Working Group Copeland     (workinginpartnership.org.uk). 
 
3.2 The first formal meeting of the Working Group took place on  
       19th November and future meetings are scheduled for every month. The  
       Working Group is expected to be in place for between 6 and 9 months. As  
       well as the independent Chair, members of the Working Group include an  
       independent Facilitator along with representatives from the four  
       interested parties, including the Council, and Radioactive Waste  
       Management (RWM – a subsidiary of the Nuclear Decommissioning  
       Authority).  Copeland Association of Local Councils (CALC) have also been  
       invited to join. The County Council has so far declined an invitation to  
       attend the WG meetings.  
 
3.3 Reports of Working Group discussions will be made available via the 
       website. The work of the Working Group is supported by a range of officers  
       provided by RWM including secretarial and administrative support,  
       community engagement and communications leads, and technical advisors  
       as required. Copeland Borough Council is represented by the Council’s  
       Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Commercial Services with appropriate  
       officer support, the costs of the officer support are eligible for recovery 
       from RWM.  
 

https://copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/


 

3.4 Progress reports on the work of the WG will be submitted to the future  
       meetings of SNEB on a regular basis. Members may also be interested in  
       viewing a podcast led by the Elected Mayor, on the Councils position  
       relating to the Governments search for a suitable site and a willing host  
       community for a GDF, via the following link  
       https://youtu.be/qax0oXuaZ1o.  
 

 

  

 

https://youtu.be/qax0oXuaZ1o

